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Was the Dropping of the Atomic Bomb Justified?

Explore the website: Heroes and Villains: President Harry Truman
Form a group of 4.

All 4 begin by reading through the section: 

What were the long term events leading to the bombing?

( If you wish, attempt the Activity to test your understanding of the chronology of events)

Each of you should then conduct your own investigation:

1. Explore the section: Why did the Fire Bombing not end in Japanese surrender?
After examining the evidence in this section, attempt the Activity and if possible, print out your responses.

2. Explore the section: Why did Truman decide to use the Atomic Bomb?
Study both Sources 1 and 3 and attempt the questions on each source.

Then attempt the Activity and print out your responses if possible.

3. Explore the section: Why did Truman decide to use the Atomic Bomb?
Study both Sources 4 and 5 and attempt the questions on each source.

Then attempt the Activity and print out your responses if possible.

4. Explore the section: Dropping the Bomb
Study all the sources and then attempt the Activity.  Print out your responses if possible.

Now regroup and report back to the others on your findings.  Describe the evidence and the issues that you’ve examined and read out your responses to any questions ( you may find it useful to point to some details from the evidence on your computer screen, if accessible).   

Finally, go to the Judgment Time activity on the website and put in your responses as a group.  Submit and print your results.

