Imperial China

Chinese Inventions

Inventions and technological progress in general are often seen as a mark of a great civilization.  Later, we’ll look in more detail at what is meant by the term ‘civilisation’.

For now, we’ll start our look at Imperial China by examining some inventions that China has been credited with and which the rest of the world has benefited from.

Task 1

Take 10-15 minutes to read through the sheets on China’s Inventions individually.

Task 2

In groups of 3, discuss which of these inventions you think were the most important.  Think particularly about the impact they have had on the rest of the world.

Pick 3 such inventions, jot down some reasons for your choices and be prepared to report back to the class.

Task 3 ( HW )

Further research.  Visit the following websites to find out more about Chinese inventions:

library.thinkquest.org/10662/normal_inv.htm

www.sdcoe.k12.ca.us/score/chinin/chiningtg.htm
www.esdallas.org/esd/lowschool/China/chinvent.htm
Task 4

Use the sheets and your own research to write up your own presentation of one Chinese invention of your choice.  It must include the following:

A Title

An explanation of how the invention works and, if known, how it was discovered.

An indication of the impact of this invention on China and the rest of the world.

A diagram and/or illustration.

