The Vietnam War – Timeline
pre WW2

WW2

1945

1946-54

1954

1956

1960

1961-63

1963

1964

1965

1968

1969

1971

1973

1975
French Indo-China

Japanese Occupation – Vietminh form resistance

Ho Chi Minh declares Vietnam independent

France reasserts colonial control

War Between France and Vietminh.

French Forces defeated at Dien Bien Phu

Geneva agreement – divides Vietnam into North 

( Communist ) and South (non-Communist ) pending national elections.

Elections not held in S.Vietnam.

Civil war between North and South.

Diem’s Govt. in South supported by U.S.A. 

( Economic Aid and Military Advisers )

National Liberation Front ( NLF ) demands reform and national unification.

Vietcong ( S.Vietnamese guerillas ) fight against S. Vietnam army ( ARVN ) with help from North.

Kennedy continues support for S.Vietnam with 16,000 military advisers.

Diem assassinated in army coup.

Series of Army generals lead S.Vietnam Govt.

( e.g. Thieu 1967-75 )

Gulf of Tonkin Incident and Resolution – gives President Johnson power to send in forces without approval of Congress.

Operation Rolling Thunder ( bombing campaign v. N.Vietnam )

U.S. combat troops sent to Vietnam – 185,000 by end of 1965,  500,000 by 1969

‘Tet Offensive’ shows vulnerability of U.S. and S.Vietnamese forces.

Johnson suspends bombing of N.Vietnam.

Opposition to war begins to grow in U.S.A.

Nixon begins to reduce no. of U.S. ground troops in Vietnam.

‘Vietnamisation’ policy to hand over war to forces of S.Vietnam.

Nixon resumes bombing of North.

Secret campaign in Cambodia to disrupt supply route along Ho Chi Minh Trail.

News of My Lai Massacre, Napalm, Agent Orange

increases criticism of war in U.S.A.

Truce arranged after peace talks in Paris.

U.S. troops withdrawn from Vietnam.

N.Vietnam and Vietcong occupy Saigon.

S.Vietnam, Cambodia, Laos become Communist



